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• BIRMINGHAM, Ala., June 
15 — Alabama Democrats loyal 
to the national party today de- 
feated Gov. George C. Wal- 
lace’s move to take control of 
the state party. 

•*\ By 66 to 51, the state Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee 
re-elected Robert Vance as 
chairman over former state 
Sen. Bert Haltom, a national 
loyalist who Wallace hand' 
picked to oppose Vance. 

With Wallace sitting on the 
•front row, Vance ruled against 
two challenges which Haltom 
felt could have given him a 
‘victory. 

► Haltom challenged Vance to 
>fill two vacancies on the com- 
mittee before voting on offi- 
cers and objected to a secret 
•ballot vote for the chairman- 
ship as being prohibited by 
;party rules/ 

‘ Anticipating the two chal- 
lenges, Vance asked the par- 1 
I ty’s legal" counsel for an opin- 
ion on both before the organi- 
zational meeting. The opinion 
said a majority of the mem- 
’ hership ; ‘ Y could determine 

Whether a secret ballot should 
be cast and officers were to be 
elected |jefore any other busi- 
ness was'undertaken. ' 
j Then by voice vote the 
*; Vance faction rammed 

i through the secret ballot. 

*; “I recognize the Power of 


; the chair,” Haltom told Vance 
» as the voting began. 

1 Loyalists conceded a roll- 
' call vote would . have cost 

2 Vance votes because public of- 

* ficials on the committee such 
£ as mayors avA probate judges 

would riot have openly voted 
♦‘against the governor. •>?.. 

•W In an effortlto present soirie 
! unity, the, copiJnittee unani- 
-imously elected, .Haltom vifie. 
-chairman. - *>?.*.•: , 

Haltom was nominated to be 

* vice chairman by Broox Gar- 
•jrett, who had sent committee 
-members a letter saying that 
‘ if Wallace gained control, the 
-committee^ Would ‘ .become 

* nothing more than ;“an ap- 

* pendage of his campaign head- 
quarters.” j 

V : After the voting, both Vance 
J and Wallace pledged coopera- 
tion in party matters. The pqi? 

I had met privately for an hpur 
-before the meeting in an ef- 

1 fort to work out a compromise 

* * in the party fight. 

5 • Wallace, in a brief address 

* from his wheelchair, reminded 
^Ithe committee members he 

'• plans to support .‘the Demo- 
I'cratic Party’s state ticket in 
the November general election 
j and expected “every Democrat 
j hereto stand up for me” in fu- 
ture political endeavors. 

-j, Wallace also quoted Presi- , 

* dent Nixon as having told him 
on a recent trip, to Alabama , 

’’that the people of this state! 
‘‘represent the conscience >•. of 

2 America.” 

-r Then Wallace told the exec- 
lutive committee; “Not that ev- 
erything the President says is 
2 100 per cent correct. I agree 
Iwith him on that statement 
2 but probably no further.” 


